
PPOL 553: ETHICS AND PUBLIC POLICY 
Georgetown University 
Summer 2019 
  
Alejo José G. Sison 
  
as4576@georgetown.edu/ ajsison@unav.es 
  
Class meets: June 17-22, 2019 
MTWThFS, 9:00 – 12:00 and 1:00 – 4:30 
White-Gravenor, 203 
Course description 
  
This course seeks to familiarize students with resources from the virtue ethics tradition 
that may prove useful in guiding public policy. The virtue ethics tradition encompasses 
contributions from Aristotle, Aquinas, Vitoria, MacIntyre, and Catholic Social Teaching. 
among others. Virtue ethics impacts public policy through its role in human flourishing 
and integral human development.  
  
Learning goals/course objectives 
  

● To familiarize students with the resources of the virtue ethics tradition 
● To be able to apply virtue ethics resources as guiding principles in the formulation 

and implementation of public policy with a view to human flourishing and 
integral human development. 

  
Methods and activities 
  
Course methods and activities consist of lectures, open fora, readings, group discussions 
and presentations, and personal essays. 
  
Course outline 
  

1. Virtue Ethics 
1. From Aristotle to MacIntyre 

Aristotle’s epistemological architecture: Politics, the Economy, and Ethics 
Virtue as “moral capital” (its measurement) and leadership 
Characterizing virtues in finance. MacIntyre on Governance. 

1. Catholic Social Teaching 

Human dignity and the dignity of work in Catholic Social Teaching 



1. Vitoria and the “Law of the Peoples” 

Vitoria on the right to free trade 

1. Modern Happiness Studies 
1. Introduction: Happiness as “individual subjective well-being” 
2. Happiness and income 
3. Happiness and the psychology of human needs 
4. Happiness and employment. Happiness and inflation 
5. Happiness and institutions 
6. Critique of Modern Happiness Studies. Integration 

  
Course expectations/grading criteria 
  
Attendance in lectures and participation in the open fora: 20% 
Group discussions and presentations: 40% 
6 personal reflection essays (1-2 pp, double spaced, Times New Roman 12 pt.) due at the 
end of each day: 40% 
  
The grading scale is as follows: 
100-99 A+ 
98-94 A 
93-90 A- 
89-87 B+ 
86-84 B 
83-80 B- 
79-77 C+ 
76-74 C 
73-70 C- 
69-67 D+ 
66-64 D 
63-60 D- 
59 or below F 
 
 
 
Course materials 
  
Textbook: A. J. G. Sison, Happiness and Virtue Ethics in Business: The Ultimate Value 
Proposition, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2015, 317 pp. (ISBN: 
978-1-107-04463-0). (HVEB) 
  
Other readings will be indicated on the course webpage for each session. 
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http://www.cambridge.org/gb/academic/subjects/management/business-ethics/happiness-and-virtue-ethics-business-ultimate-value-proposition?format=PB#b8fAiYOO8Y5zDuvk.97
http://www.cambridge.org/gb/academic/subjects/management/business-ethics/happiness-and-virtue-ethics-business-ultimate-value-proposition?format=PB#b8fAiYOO8Y5zDuvk.97
http://www.cambridge.org/gb/academic/subjects/management/business-ethics/happiness-and-virtue-ethics-business-ultimate-value-proposition?format=PB#b8fAiYOO8Y5zDuvk.97


 
 
Work plan 
 
 
Date Topic Activity/Assignment 

June 17 
(Monday) 

Course 
introduction and 
overview 
 
A. Virtue Ethics 

1. From 
Aristotle 
to 
MacIntyr
e 

a. Aristotle’s 
epistemological 
architecture: 
Politics, the 
Economy, and 
Ethics 
b. Virtue as 
“moral capital” 
and leadership 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.a Commentary on the Nicomachean Ethics, I, 5. 
 
 
 
 
 
1.b The Science of Persuasion 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFdCzN7RYbw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFdCzN7RYbw


June 18 
(Tuesday) 

A. Virtue Ethics 
c. MacIntyre: 
Characterizing 
virtues in 
finance, 
Corporate 
governance 
2. Catholic 
Social Teaching 
Human dignity 
and the dignity of 
work in Catholic 
Social Teaching 
3. Vitoria and the 
“Law of the 
Peoples” 
Vitoria on the 
right to free trade 

 
 
1.c Stelac advisory services 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Architecture that’s built to heal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. CST on immigration and the movement of 
peoples. An overwhelming surge in illegal 
immigration is worsening the crisis at the border. 

June 19 
(Wednesda
y) 

B. Modern 
Happiness 
Studies 

1. Introducti
on: 
Happines
s as 
“individu
al 
subjective 
well-bein
g” 
(HVEB, 
pp. 
10-38). 

  

B.1 New Science of Happiness, Happiness and its 
discontents, How happy are you? A census wants to 
know, Use this equation to stop robbing yourself of 
happiness, Happiness Inc., 
(Happiness, Economics and Public Policy) 
 
 
(The surprising truth about what motivates us), But 
will it make you  happy?, In World’s ‘Happiest’ 
Countries, Signs of a Happiness Gap, Will Angus 
Deaton’s Nobel Help Change Our Approach to 
Poverty?, What’s wrong with inequality? 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvXZzKZ3JYQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvXZzKZ3JYQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvXZzKZ3JYQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvXZzKZ3JYQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvXZzKZ3JYQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvXZzKZ3JYQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvXZzKZ3JYQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvXZzKZ3JYQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvXZzKZ3JYQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvXZzKZ3JYQ
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/immigration/catholic-teaching-on-immigration-and-the-movement-of-peoples.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/immigration/catholic-teaching-on-immigration-and-the-movement-of-peoples.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/immigration/catholic-teaching-on-immigration-and-the-movement-of-peoples.cfm
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/overwhelming-surge-illegal-immigration-worsening-crisis-border/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/overwhelming-surge-illegal-immigration-worsening-crisis-border/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/overwhelming-surge-illegal-immigration-worsening-crisis-border/
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/04/13/happiness-and-its-discontents/?smid=pl-share
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/04/13/happiness-and-its-discontents/?smid=pl-share
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/04/13/happiness-and-its-discontents/?smid=pl-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/01/us/01happiness.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/01/us/01happiness.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/01/us/01happiness.html
https://op-talk.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/08/10/use-this-equation-to-stop-robbing-yourself-of-happiness/
https://op-talk.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/08/10/use-this-equation-to-stop-robbing-yourself-of-happiness/
https://op-talk.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/08/10/use-this-equation-to-stop-robbing-yourself-of-happiness/
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/21/fashion/happiness-inc.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/21/fashion/happiness-inc.html?searchResultPosition=1
http://www.iea.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/files/upldbook416pdfSummary.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6XAPnuFjJc
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/08/business/08consume.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/08/business/08consume.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/08/business/08consume.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/26/world/europe/nordic-countries-happiness.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/26/world/europe/nordic-countries-happiness.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/26/world/europe/nordic-countries-happiness.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article/will-angus-deatons-nobel-prize-help-change-our-approach-to-poverty/
https://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article/will-angus-deatons-nobel-prize-help-change-our-approach-to-poverty/
https://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article/will-angus-deatons-nobel-prize-help-change-our-approach-to-poverty/
https://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article/will-angus-deatons-nobel-prize-help-change-our-approach-to-poverty/
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/04/23/inequalities-we-can-live-with/
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/04/23/inequalities-we-can-live-with/
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/04/23/inequalities-we-can-live-with/
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/04/23/inequalities-we-can-live-with/


1. Happines
s and 
income 
(HVEB, 
pp. 
39-77). 

June 20 
(Thursday) 

B. Modern 
Happiness 
Studies 
3. Happiness and 
the psychology 
of human needs 
(HVEB, pp. 
78-110). 
  
  
  
(HVEB, pp. 
111-150) 
  

1. The long and the short of it, Happy Money: 
the Science of Smarter Spending, The value 
of suffering, For the Love of Money. 

(The art of choosing) 
 
 

1. Growing up digital, wired for distraction, 
Why we can’t look away from our screens, 
Why exercise makes you less anxious, What 
Neuroscience Tells Us About Consumer 
Desire 

(How to Escape Education’s Death Valley) 
 
 

June 21 
(Friday) 

B. Modern 
Happiness 
Studies 
4. Happiness and 
employment. 
Happiness and 
inflation (HVEB, 
pp. 151-183). 
  
  
  
5. Happiness and 
institutions 
(HVEB, pp. 
184-228). 

 
 
 
4. Then end of the line as Detroit workers know it, 
The case for working with your hands, How a New 
Jobless Era Will Transform America, The end of 
work? 
(What makes us feel good about our work?) 
 
 
5.A Democracy and happiness, Social participation 
and happiness, What’s Your Ideal Community? The 
Answer Is Political, Why Conservatives are Happier 
than Liberals (We, the People, and the Republic We 
Should Claim) 
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https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/09/15/the-long-and-the-short-of-it/
https://hbswk.hbs.edu/item/from-mcribs-to-maseratis-the-power-of-scarcity-marketing
https://hbswk.hbs.edu/item/from-mcribs-to-maseratis-the-power-of-scarcity-marketing
https://hbswk.hbs.edu/item/from-mcribs-to-maseratis-the-power-of-scarcity-marketing
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/08/opinion/sunday/the-value-of-suffering.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/08/opinion/sunday/the-value-of-suffering.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/08/opinion/sunday/the-value-of-suffering.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/19/opinion/sunday/for-the-love-of-money.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/19/opinion/sunday/for-the-love-of-money.html
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/sheena-iyengar-on-the-art-of-choosing
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/11/21/technology/21brain.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/06/science/technology-addiction-irresistible-by-adam-alter.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/06/science/technology-addiction-irresistible-by-adam-alter.html
https://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/11/18/phys-ed-why-exercise-makes-you-less-anxious/
https://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/11/18/phys-ed-why-exercise-makes-you-less-anxious/
https://hbswk.hbs.edu/item/what-neuroscience-tells-us-about-consumer-desire
https://hbswk.hbs.edu/item/what-neuroscience-tells-us-about-consumer-desire
https://hbswk.hbs.edu/item/what-neuroscience-tells-us-about-consumer-desire
https://hbswk.hbs.edu/item/what-neuroscience-tells-us-about-consumer-desire
https://www.ted.com/talks/ken_robinson_how_to_escape_education_s_death_valley?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+TEDTalks_audio+%28TEDTalks+Audio+-+Site%29&utm_content=FeedBurner
https://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/01/business/yourmoney/01jobs.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/01/business/yourmoney/01jobs.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/24/magazine/24labor-t.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/24/magazine/24labor-t.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2010/03/how-a-new-jobless-era-will-transform-america/307919/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2010/03/how-a-new-jobless-era-will-transform-america/307919/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2010/03/how-a-new-jobless-era-will-transform-america/307919/
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/10/opinion/the-end-of-work.html?smid=pl-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/10/opinion/the-end-of-work.html?smid=pl-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/10/opinion/the-end-of-work.html?smid=pl-share
https://www.ted.com/talks/dan_ariely_what_makes_us_feel_good_about_our_work?language=en
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/267718761_Democracy_and_Happiness_What_Causes_What
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/267718761_Democracy_and_Happiness_What_Causes_What
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/04/upshot/whats-your-ideal-community-the-answer-is-political.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/04/upshot/whats-your-ideal-community-the-answer-is-political.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/04/upshot/whats-your-ideal-community-the-answer-is-political.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/08/opinion/sunday/conservatives-are-happier-and-extremists-are-happiest-of-all.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/08/opinion/sunday/conservatives-are-happier-and-extremists-are-happiest-of-all.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/08/opinion/sunday/conservatives-are-happier-and-extremists-are-happiest-of-all.html
https://www.ted.com/talks/lawrence_lessig_we_the_people_and_the_republic_we_must_reclaim?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+TEDTalks_audio+%28TEDTalks+Audio+-+Site%29&utm_content=FeedBurner
https://www.ted.com/talks/lawrence_lessig_we_the_people_and_the_republic_we_must_reclaim?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+TEDTalks_audio+%28TEDTalks+Audio+-+Site%29&utm_content=FeedBurner


June 22 
(Saturday) 

B. Modern 
Happiness 
Studies 
5. Happiness and 
institutions 
(HVEB, pp. 
184-228). 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
6. Critique of 
Modern 
Happiness 
Studies. 
Integration 
(HVEB, pp. 
229-287). 
  

5.B Can marriage cure poverty? / Marriage won’t 
cure poverty, Marriage makes men better: the 
economic benefits of settling down, Are religious 
people happier, healthier? Our new global study 
explores this question, Why we studied the possible 
links between religion and happiness, health and 
civic engagement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. The spoils of happiness, Clayton Christensen’s 
“How Will You Measure Your Life?”, Building 
business in the context of a life, The Island Where 
People Forget to Die.  
The lies our culture tells us about what matters -- and 
a better way to live 
(Final exercise) 

 
 
Religious Observances 
Missing class to observe a religious holiday will be excused. You will, however, remain 
responsible for all assigned work. Please notify me in writing at the beginning of the 
week of meetings that will conflict with holy days you intend to honor. 
  
Disability Support 
  
If you have a disability, contact the Academic Resource Center for further information. 
The ARC is located in the Leavey Center, Suite 335 (arc@georgetown.edu , 
202-687-8354). The ARC is the campus office responsible for reviewing documentation 
provided by students with disabilities and for determining reasonable accommodations in 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and University policies. For 
more information, see: http://academicsupport.georgetown.edu/disability/. 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/09/magazine/can-marriage-cure-poverty.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/09/magazine/can-marriage-cure-poverty.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/03/marriage-poverty/473019/
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/03/marriage-poverty/473019/
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/03/marriage-poverty/473019/
https://www.mercatornet.com/features/view/marriage-makes-men-better-the-economic-benefits-of-settling-down/18645
https://www.mercatornet.com/features/view/marriage-makes-men-better-the-economic-benefits-of-settling-down/18645
https://www.mercatornet.com/features/view/marriage-makes-men-better-the-economic-benefits-of-settling-down/18645
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/01/31/are-religious-people-happier-healthier-our-new-global-study-explores-this-question/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/01/31/are-religious-people-happier-healthier-our-new-global-study-explores-this-question/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/01/31/are-religious-people-happier-healthier-our-new-global-study-explores-this-question/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/01/31/are-religious-people-happier-healthier-our-new-global-study-explores-this-question/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/02/06/why-we-studied-the-possible-links-between-religion-and-happiness-health-and-civic-engagement/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/02/06/why-we-studied-the-possible-links-between-religion-and-happiness-health-and-civic-engagement/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/02/06/why-we-studied-the-possible-links-between-religion-and-happiness-health-and-civic-engagement/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/02/06/why-we-studied-the-possible-links-between-religion-and-happiness-health-and-civic-engagement/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/02/06/why-we-studied-the-possible-links-between-religion-and-happiness-health-and-civic-engagement/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/02/06/why-we-studied-the-possible-links-between-religion-and-happiness-health-and-civic-engagement/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/02/06/why-we-studied-the-possible-links-between-religion-and-happiness-health-and-civic-engagement/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/02/06/why-we-studied-the-possible-links-between-religion-and-happiness-health-and-civic-engagement/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/02/06/why-we-studied-the-possible-links-between-religion-and-happiness-health-and-civic-engagement/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/02/06/why-we-studied-the-possible-links-between-religion-and-happiness-health-and-civic-engagement/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/02/06/why-we-studied-the-possible-links-between-religion-and-happiness-health-and-civic-engagement/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/02/06/why-we-studied-the-possible-links-between-religion-and-happiness-health-and-civic-engagement/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/02/06/why-we-studied-the-possible-links-between-religion-and-happiness-health-and-civic-engagement/
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/10/06/the-spoils-of-happiness/
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/10/06/the-spoils-of-happiness/
https://hbswk.hbs.edu/item/clayton-christensens-how-will-you-measure-your-life
https://hbswk.hbs.edu/item/clayton-christensens-how-will-you-measure-your-life
https://hbswk.hbs.edu/item/clayton-christensens-how-will-you-measure-your-life
https://hbswk.hbs.edu/item/building-a-business-in-the-context-of-a-life
https://hbswk.hbs.edu/item/building-a-business-in-the-context-of-a-life
https://hbswk.hbs.edu/item/building-a-business-in-the-context-of-a-life
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/28/magazine/the-island-where-people-forget-to-die.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/28/magazine/the-island-where-people-forget-to-die.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/28/magazine/the-island-where-people-forget-to-die.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.ted.com/talks/david_brooks_the_lies_our_culture_tells_us_about_what_matters_and_a_better_way_to_live
https://www.ted.com/talks/david_brooks_the_lies_our_culture_tells_us_about_what_matters_and_a_better_way_to_live
http://academicsupport.georgetown.edu/disability/


 
 
 
 
Writing Support 
  
The McCourt School is committed to developing master candidates’ writing skills. If you 
need additional help with your writing, seek it in advance of due dates at the McCourt 
School Writing Center. See: https://mccourt.georgetown.edu/students/writing-center 
  
Academic Integrity 
  
I trust you will adhere to the standards of academic integrity set forth by Georgetown 
University and the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences. To familiarize yourself with 
the policies and procedures aimed at upholding academic integrity, see: 
https://sites.google.com/a/georgetown.edu/gsas-graduate-bulletin/vi-academic-integrity-p
olicies-procedures  
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https://mccourt.georgetown.edu/students/writing-center
https://mccourt.georgetown.edu/students/writing-center
https://sites.google.com/a/georgetown.edu/gsas-graduate-bulletin/vi-academic-integrity-policies-procedures
https://sites.google.com/a/georgetown.edu/gsas-graduate-bulletin/vi-academic-integrity-policies-procedures

